[An elderly case of microscopic polyangiitis following bronchial asthma].
A 78-year-old woman who had bronchial asthma for 15 years developed dysesthesia, neuralgia, muscle weakness and atrophy in both feet and her left hand. Prednisolone (maximum dose 80 mg) was not effective, and she displayed gait disturbance. Laboratory findings showed leukocytosis (neutrophils dominant), renal dysfunction, elevation of CRP and positive P-ANCA. Biopsy revealed vasculitis, and reduced density of myelinated fibers. Although steroid pulse therapy improved neuralgia and renal dysfunction, severe disability of motor function and sensory disturbance still remained. Vasculitis syndrome following bronchial asthma indicated Churg-Strauss syndrome (CSS), while severe renal dysfunction and lack of eosinophilia were symptoms compatible with microscopic polyangiitis (MPA). The present case showed properties of both MPA and CSS.